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During the past 8 years I have spent my time leading the 
GVFI’s next viral killer field team in Cameroon. The many 
challenges I have encountered in the field as illustrated in these 
pictures can be assimilated to this short story of a father who is 
anxious of the future of his sons, and has decided to send the 
sons to a hunting mission of an unknown killer. Please read!! 
 
“One day after the family morning prayer our father stood up 
with tears full on his eyes and said:  Sons, I have live my life in 
these last centuries. I am no more worried about today nor 
yesterday. The dangers are future, too close to you and far 
away from your knowledge. I want to protect you and the 
generation to come; here is a loaded vehicle, board it before the 
sun rises and go. Go beyond cities and villages. Go to the end 
of the road, up to the midst of the forest where little people 
live. Catch and bring me back the unknown beast, there by, 
you and the generation to come will be protected. The sons say 
yes daddy we shall go but what is the name of your unknown 
beast?? The father laugh and say: Unknown; yes unknown is 
its name because I will name it only once you are back. The 
sons jumped into the loaded vehicle squeezing one to another 
and drove beyond cities and villages. As they go, the road 
continuous. Between hills and valley they go, under rains and 
sun they go. Some time before the sun goes down completely, 
the car stopped because there are many obstacles. The elder son 
pull a sat phone from one of the hand bag and call the father: 
Daddy, daddy; and Daddy reply yes son, have you found the 
unknown beast?  Not yet, we’re having serious difficulties on 
the road say the son with a tinning voice. Son says the father; 
you must succeed in finding the unknown, so that the future 
generation will not have to face what the past and present 
generations have faced. Take the challenge and venture; go 
through the trees, pot holes, use ferries if necessary, available 
bridges on the way, go across the rivers by any means, push the 
car and go, up to the most remote village in the forest. Once 
you find the unknown beast you will have a safe future. The 
sons stood up once more, challenged the nature and went. 
Suddenly in the middle of the forest, a crowd of people 
appeared and are amazed by the noise of the vehicle and yell 
welcome! Welcome in our village! The sons then tell the 
village of their mission and the village accepts to collaborate 
with them in the search of the unknown beast which their 
father is waiting for”.  
 

 


